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lage of Mulleim, on cheba ities 
where they were’at too great aidiftance from 
the infantry to receive immediaté fupport; no 
entrenchments had been thrown up to fecure 
them again{ft an attack, nor was there ‘any 
place of fhelter near but a fort on the other 
fide of the Roer, oppofite to Mulleim, .called 
the caftle of Broeck, which was neither ftrongly’ 
fortified nor furnifhed with a fufficient garrifon. 
Prince Maurice, having got intelligence of their 
pofition, refolved to avail himfelf.of the advan- 
tage which it afforded him, and. inftantly fet 
out from his camp at Wefel, with all his ca- 
valry, and a felect body of infantry, amounting 
to two thoufand four hundred men. That no 
time might be unneceffarily loft on the march, 
the foot foldiers were put into carriages : the 
cavalry were ordered to haften forward before 
the foot, one half of them commanded by 
Marcellus Baex, »an officer of diftinguifhed 
fpirit and intrepidicy, and the other half by 
prince Henry Frederick, who was at that time 
only twenty years of age, but who had already 
given confpicuous proof of fuperior prudence 
and capacity. Prince Maurice himfelf follow- 
ed as quickly as poffible with the infantry. 
Colonel Baex was ordered to-crofs the Roer, 
and to endeavour to get poffeffion of the caftle 
of Broeck, in order to intercept the enemy’s 
com-~ 
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communication with their camp, while Henry, 


fupported by prince Maurice, was to attack ———— 


them at Mulleim. 


Barx was fuccefsful beyond what could 
juftly have been expected in his firft affaulr 
upon the fort, having expelled the garrifon 
from every part of it but one, which was de- 
fended by a {mall number of men; but he 
was interrupted in his progrefs by the acci- 
dental arrival of a party of foragers; who at- 
tacked him with great vigour, and obliged 
him to abandon his attempt upon the fort. 


In the mean time prince Henry had paffed 
a narrow defile; which the enemy had left un- 
guarded, and was about to begin the attack 
at Mulleim. It was unfortunately judged 
proper to defer it fora little time, till the in- 
fantry fhould arrive foriiewhat nearer., At 
length he gave orders for his troops to advance, 
and they obeyed at firft with great alacrity ; 
but. finding that, through the delay in making 
the attack; the enemy had taken the alarm, 
and were ina better pofture of defence than 
they had expected; they were feized, though 
greatly fuperior in number; with a fudden 
panic, and, after an irrefolute and feeble effort, 
they turned their backs and fled, tilbthey were 
met.by prince Maurice avthe head - the in- 
fantry: : 
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being feverely reproached -by. the prince, they 
were perfuaded to return. The Spanifh ca, 
valry, from whom they had fo precipitately 
fled, far from venturing to purfue, were in 
great confufion retreating acrofs the Roer, be- 
fore a fmall number of Dutch cavalry that 
had remained with their commander. Henry 
was ‘now rejoined by the reft, and being like- 
wife fupported by the Englifh and Scotch in- 
fantry, under colonel Vere and lord Buccleugh, 
he purfued the enemy to the other fide of the 
river; -but there the Spaniards, commanded 
by Trivulcio, in the abfence of Velafco, ge- 
neral- of the cavalry, having recovered their 
ranks, returned with great refolution to the 
charge; and the Dutch, being again unac- 
countably ftruck with terror, gave way before 
an inferior enemy, and left prince Henry 
almoft alone in the field of battle. He muft 
have been cut to pieces or taken prifoner, but 
for the feafonable interpofition of the, Britith 
troops, who, being armed with pikes, attacked 


. the Spanifh cavalry, and kept them long at bay. 


Henry, perceiving himfelf abandoned by 
almoft al! his meny went over:with the few 
that remained with him, and joined the troops 
under colonel, Baexy who had been long en- 
gaged. im combav-with othe enemy. in another 
part of the field. Soon after this, the Spaniards, 
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having “réeeived a reinforcement under Ve- 
lafeoy this part of the Dutch cavalry too was 
intimidated; and the two commanders, with a 
{mall number of adherents, were left, furround- 
ed by the enemy: but in the mean time prince 
Maurice arrived with his vanguard, and having 
planted fome field-pieces on a rifing ground; 
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he played them off fo ‘fuccefsfully upon the - 


Spaniards, that he foon threw them into con- 
fufion, and put them to flight with confiderable 
flaughter:; He was preparing to ‘purfue them 
into a wood, where they liad taken fhelter, 
when he received intelligence that Spinola 
himfelf was. approaching with all his forces. 


Tus general had got early information of 
the attack, and had inftantly fet out at the 
head of fix hundred men, leaving orders for 
two thoufand more to follow as quickly as 
poffible. In order to. intimidate the enemy, 
by making them believe that his whole armiy 
was at hand, he fent forward a great numbe. 
of drummers on horfeback, and as the grouna 
was favourable to this ftratagem, it produced 
_ the defired effect. Prince Maurice gave im- 

mediate orders for founding a retreat. Spinola 
purfued, and made confiderable Maughter ; 
but his troops were ftopt fhort in their career 
by colonel Vere, who being fupported by the 
count de Chatillon, with a feleé& body of 
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BOOK French infantry, placed his men in an advan 


tageous fituation, behind a hedge, and kept up 
fo hot a fire upon the Spaniards, as obliged 
them to defift from the purfuit. 


Tue lofs of men in this a€tion, which lafted 
upwards of eight hours, was confiderable ; 
and probably not lefs than five hundred men 
on either fide. Had the Dutch cavalry arrived 
at Mulleim a little earlier, or acquitted them- 
felves, after their arrival, as they had done on 
all former occafions, the Spaniards muft have 
been compelled to lay down their arms®*. 
Prince Maurice therefore, who had never be- 
fore conceived more fanguine hopes of victory, 
was highly incenfed againft them for their pu- 
filanimous behaviour, and reproached them 
in the fevereft terms. He could no longer 
confide in their courage for the execution of 
any important enterprize, and found it necef- 
fary to a& with the utmoft circumfpection 
through the reft of the campaign +. 


In order however, if poffible, to extinguifh 


* Grotius, in {peaking of this action, makes the follow- 
ing obfervation, “ tum id fi eveniffet, reliqua exercitus ins 
vadere ftatuit, landabili confilio, & magnam illo die victo- 
rium elaturus, ni Deo vifum, longa Batavorem profpera 
& belli gloriam adverfis retundere: namque haud ali? 
reCtius caufe tam fatalem pavorem ad{fcripferim.” 

+ Grotius, lib, xiv. ps 469, &cs Van Met. lib. xxviiv! 
Bentivoglio, part, 3- lib, vii, i 
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the memory of this repulfe, he foon after made 


an attack in the middle of the night on the ——__ 


town of Guelders, and he fo far fucceeded as 
to demolifh one of the outer gates of that 
piace, by fixing a petard in it; but the gar- 


rifon having taken the alarm, by the burfting® 


of another petard which happened to fall into 
the ditch, he was repulfed with lofs, and 
obliged to abandon his attempt. His ill fuc- 
cefs in this, and in his enterprize at Mulleim, 
made a ftrong impreffion on the minds of the 
garrifon of Wachtendonc, They had from 
the beginning expected that he would come 
to their relief, and, in the hopes of his being 
able to raife the fiege, they had given him the 
ftrongeft affurances of their refolution to de- 
fend the town to the laft extremity; but when 
they found that, notwithftanding his moft vi-: 
gorous exertions, the enemy {till maintained 
their fuperiority, their, courage failed, their 
defence became more. feeble and irrefolute, 
and, on the twentieth day after the commence- 
ment of the fiege, they offered to capitulate, 

though their number ftill amounted to irene 
than a thoufand men, 


From Wachtendonc Spinola ordered. the 
count de Bucquoi to lead his troops againft 
the caftle of Cracao, of which the count made 
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himfelf matter in 2 few daysy.and obliged the 
garrifon to furrender at-difcretion, 


Hap not the feafon been fo far advanced, 
it is probable, from the great difparity be- 
tween the contending parties during this cam- 
paign, the ftates muft have fuflered fiill 
greater loffes ; but it was now the end of No- 
vember, the rains had begun to fall, and the 
troops were greatly exhaufted with the fatigues 
which they had undergone. Spinola therefore, 
after carefully providing for the fecurity of 
his new conguefts, fent his army into winter- 
quarters, and his example was foon after fol- 
lowed by prince Maurice. This general had 
at no former period fuffered the enemy to gain 
fo. great, advantages with impunity; yet, on 
his part, neither prudence and vigilance, nor 
vigour and activity, were wanting in oppofing 
their defigns. Had the ftates permitted him 
to follow his own judgment in the conduct of 
the war, a different plan of operations would 
have been adopted; Spinola would probably 
have been prevented from pafling the Rhine, 
and the places loft have been preferved. His 
army was from the beginning much inferior in 
number to the enemy, yet, if his well con- 
certed attack at Mulleim had not proved abor- 
tive, through that unaccountable panic with 

\ which his troops were feized, the Spanith ca~ 
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reft ‘of the campaign. 


Bur while for thefe reafons it would feem 
that no blame can juftly be imputed to prince 
Maurice, Spinola was furely well entitled to the 
applaufe which, he received from his contem- 
poraries, by whom he was henceforth regarded 
as one of the greateft generals of the age. 


Tue Spanifh minifters had no reafon to re- 
pent of the confidence they had repofed in 
him, when they reflected on the vigour and 
great abilities he had exerted during this cam- 
paign ; and their hopes of being able to com- 
pel the revolted provinces to lay down their 
arms were at this time-raifed to the greateft 
height. The archduke had likewife conceived 
the moft fanguine expectations of fuccefs, and 
was affiduoufly employed throughout the 
winter in preparing for a vigorous profecution 
of the war. 


Havinc removed the feat of it into the 
enemy’s country, his fubjeéts in Brabant and 
Flanders could, with greater eafe than former- 
ly, afford their annual fupplies ; but thefe were 
not alone fufficient to enable him to carry the 
pian concerted with the general, for the next 

P4 campaign 
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BOOK campaign into execution; and, in order te 
a... procure from Spain the, affiftance which was 


1605. 
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requifite, he judged it neceflary that Spinola 
himfelf fhould undertake another journey to 
Madrid.. The Spanifh minifters had acquaint- 
ed him that they were at prefent involved in 
the greateft difficulties, occafioned by the lof 
of fome of their fhips loaded with treafure, 
which had foundered in a ftorm, in their paf- 
fage from America ; but he hoped that, 
through Spinola’ s perfonal influence with the 
king, which was fo great as even to excite the . 
jealoufy of his minifters, they might be in- 
duced to have recourfe to fomie extraordinary 
expedient for his relief. 


Tue marquis, who left Bruffels about the 
middle of winter, found, on his arrival at 
Madrid, that the account tranfmitted to the , 
archduke, of the exhaufted ftate of Philip's 
finances, had not been exaggerated. There 
was hardly money in the exchequer fufficient 
to defray the neceffary expences of goyern- 
ment, and the minifters had no profpect. of 
being able to procure the fams requifite for 
carrying on the war with vigour, before the 
feafon fit for aétion would be elapfed. Philip 
could noz refolvé, i in the midft of victory, to 
abandon a caufe in t which he was fo deeply in- 

eras 
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terefted: and Spinola was determined to de- 
cline accepting the command of the forces, 
unlefs an adequate fund fliould be provided 
for their pay. Many weeks were fpent in 
fruitlefs endeavours to raife the money which 
he demanded *. At length the minifters offer- 
ed to mortgage the treafure which was ex- 
petted to arrive towards the end of the year 
from America. And the merchants of Cadiz 
and other places, upon receiving an obliga- 
tion for their reimburfement’ from that fund, 
agreed td'advance the money that was wanted : 
upon a condition, which marks their diffidence 
either in the good faith or good ceconomy of 
the minifters, that the marquis of Spinola 
fhould give an additional fecurity for their 
payment on his eftates in Italy. 


The marquis did not hefitatein complying 
with this requeft; and, immediately after re- 
ceiving bills of exchange for the money, he fet 
out for the Netherlands, by the way of Italy. 
In ‘that ‘country he was feized with a fever 
which detained him for feveral weeks, and 
prevented him from reaching Bruffeis till the 
beginning of June. 

Tue ftates-general, on the other hand, hay- 
ing got carly intelligence, of the . difficulty 


* Ir amounted to three hundred thoufand crowns a 
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which he muft ‘encounter ‘in’ raifing money, 
had long flattered themfelves with the hopes 
that he would ‘not be able to procure it. They 
were afterwards amufed for a confiderable time 
by areport which had been propagated of his 
death ; an event which they were perfuaded 
would: contribute more than any other that 


_ could happen to relax the archduke’s exertions 
- in'the profecution of the war. Influenced by 


Strange re- 


roifineds in 
the conduct 
of the 
Unired 

* States. 
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thefe hopes, and this report, joined to their 
defire of avoiding any unneceffary expence, 
they had been uncommonly remifs in’their mi- 
litary _pteparations.. : They had not availed 
themfelves of Spinola’s | detention in Italy ; 
and when they heard, not only that he had 
arrived inthe Netherlands, but: was daily re- ” 
ceiving reinforcements of frefhwoops from 
Germany and Italy, they were filled with the 
moft difquieting apprehenfions ; but it was now 
too late to remedy their error. They had not 
fuficient time to augment their army, by 
making new levies, as they: ufed.to do in 
Britain; and almoft all the proteftant foldiers, 
whom they might have enlifted in» France 
and Germany, ‘were, during the greateft part 
of this fummer, detained at: home; thofe 
in France, by a quarrel between the king and 
duke of Bouillon; and thofe in Germany, by 
an infurreQion of the inhabitants of Brunfwick, 
againft their -fovereign. 
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Wuen the compaign therefore was about to 
be opened, their forces, being greatly inferior in 
number to.thofe.of the enemy, prince Maurice 
was obliged to adopt a plan of operations which 
was merely defenfive. 


Havine carefully provided for the fecurity 
of fuch of the frontier towns as were molt ex- 
pofed to danger, he next applied himfelf to 
fortify the banks of the Waal and the I[ffel, 
wherefoever he fufpected that the enemy might 
attempt to tranfport their forces, 


Arone the banks of all that part, of the 
Waal, which extends from the fort of Schench 
to the ifle of Bommel, redoubts, at {mall 
diftances from each other, were raifed .on 
the north dyke of the river. _ The troops, to 
which the defence of thefe redoubts was com- 
mitted, were ordered to keep themfelves in 
conftant readinefs to march to each other’s 
affiftance, on the firft notice of an attack. And 
a:great number of armed barks and boats 
were ordered to cruife in the river, to watch 
the motions of the enemy, and to be ready to 
attack them, in cafe of their adventuring to 
embark. 


T ws fame care and pains were taken in for- 
fifying the Iffel; on the banks of which an- 
other 
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other line of redoubts was faifed, extending 
from Arnheim to Hattem, which ftands at the 
diftance of only a few hours march from the 
Zuider Sea. 


Tuesr works, in which the Dutch were 
more expert than any other nation, and which 
had been carried on with furprifing expedi- 
tion, were far advanced before Spinola had 
fully prepared to take the field. His plan had, 
from the beginning, been what the ftates and 
prince Maurice Had fufpected, to penetrate 
into the province of Utrecht and Holland, 
through the Betuwe on one fide, and the Ve- 
luwe on the other. He juftly confidered, that 
while the Dutch maintained their fuperiority 
at fea, it was only on their eaftern frontier he 
could expect to make any fenfible impreffion ; 
and that, in cafe he fhould fo far fucceed as to 
get pofleflion of Utrecht, which was a large 
town, but weakly fortified, not only the nu- 
merous fortified places which lie to the north 
and eaft would be eafily compelled to fubmit, 
becaufe their communication with Holland 
would be interrupted; but Holland itfelf, the 
chief feat of the wealth and ftrength of the 
revolted provinces, would be laid open in that 
quarter where it would be moft fuccefsfully 
attacked. mie 
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He was fenfible, that fince the ftates had B OOK 
: : - tl. 
employed fuch wife precautions for their de- ae 
fence, it muft now be extremely difficult for. “"°” 
him to carry this plan into execution. But he 
ftill refolved to perfift in it, and hoped, on 
one fide or other, either to find the enemy off 
their guard, or to overpower them by his fu- 
perior numbers. 


Havine divided his forces, he gave the 
command of one army, confifting of ten thou- 
fand foot and twelve thoufand horfe, to the 
count de Bucquoi, with inftructions to attempt 
to tranfport it over the Waal into the country 
of Betuwe; and he himfelf conducted another, 
fill more numerous, into the province of 
Overyfiel, which had been the fcene of his 
operations in the preceding year. 


Bucqvol, having pafled the Maefe at Mooch, 
pitched his camp in the neighbourhood of 
that village, refolving to attempt the paflage 
of the Waal, between the fort of Schench and 
Nimeguen, and, in cafe of his being able to 
effect it, to lay fiege to the latter of thefe 
places. With this view, he tranfported a great 
number of boats in carriages from the Maefe; 
and having launched them into the Waal, he 
put a felec&t body of troops on board, under 
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of diftinguifhed “abilities. But before Jufti- 
niano could approach the oppofite bank, 

Dubois, a French general. in the fervice of 
the ftates; had drawn up fome companies of 
French and Engiifh foldiers, brought haftily 

from Nimeguen, and was prepared to difpute 

his landing. Juftiniano ftill continued to ad- 

vance, having firft obliged all the Dutch arm- 

ed vefiels to retire, by planting a battery at the 

place of his embarkment. An obitinate en- 

gagement foon followed, in which he loft about 

one hundred and twenty men. 


Tue rowers were intimidated, and being 
furnifhed with a pretext from the rapidity of 
the current, they fuffered the boats to fall 
down the ftream. Dubois followed along the 
dyke of the river. Other attempts were made 
afterwards to approach the fhore, but the 
enemy were every where prepared to make re- 
fiftance. At length the boats, which at firft 
proceeded in good order, being attacked by 
the Dutch armed veffels, which were fix 
abreaft, were thrown into confufion; and Juf- 
tiniano, defpairing of fuccefs, abandoned his 
attempt, 


Sprxo.a in the meet time had paffed the 
Rhine at Rererort, and was advancing through 
: the 
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the province of Overyfiel. But he was greatly BOOK 
retarded in his progrefs by an extraordinary omental 
quantity of rain which had begun to fall be- "6° 
fore he left Roverort, and continued falling 

after he had fet out upon his march, All the 

rivers were fwelled to an unufual height; and 

at thofe places, where in ordinary feafons 

they were fordable[ much time was loft in 
colleétiag boats, or in building temporary 
bridges. A great part of the country through 

which he marched being naturally wet and 
marfhy, the roads were every where fo much 
broken, that the one-half of his army was 
commonly a whole day behind the other. The 
artillery carts, and his waggons with pro- 
vifions, of which he had near three thoufand, , 
were dragged along with the utmoft difficul- 

ty, and, as they often funk in the mud, they 

proved almoft évery hour the occafion of con- 

fufion and delay. Many of his men fell fick 

from the unhealthinefs of the feafon, and 

njany were overpowered by the extraordinary 


fatigue which they underwent. 


Ir was paft the middle of July before he 
arrived in,the neighbourhood of the Iffel; and 
he ftill entertained the hopes -of finding it 
practicable to bring his enterprize to the de- 
fired iffue: but, as .the rains had> not: yet 
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begun to abate, he found the river every where 
unfordable. It was, at the fame time, crowd- 
ed with armed veffels,; which’ muft havé 
rendered all attempts to cafta temporary bridge 
over it impracticable: and prince Maurice; 
having had leifure to fortify the oppofite banks, 
had colleéted an army of ten thoufand foot, 
and two thoufand five hundred horfe, with 
which he ftood prepared to oppofe his paflage: 


Arrer deliberating for fome days what 
courfe he fhould purfue, he would have under- 
taken the fiege of Deventer or Zutphen. But, 
befides that every precaution had been taken 
for their defence, prince Maurice had pitched 
his camp on the oppofite fide, at an equal 
diftance from each of thefe places, and was 
ready with forces nearly equal to his own, to 
march to their relief. 


He had, in che mean time, fent the count 
de Solre with a detachment of his army down 
the river, to attempt a paffage in the neigh- 
bourhood of Swoll, where he hoped the enemy 
might not be fo much upon their guard. But 
de Solre was vigoroufly repulfed’ by the gar- 
rifon of Swoll, fupported by fome armed vef- 
fels, and obliged to return, without being able 
to execute his enterprize. 


Spt- 
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Sicocigh therefore found it neceffary to re- 
linquifh his plan of penetrating through the 
country of Veluwe, and to reft fatisfied with 
employing his arms againft fome of the towns 
of the province of Zutphen, where Maurice 
could not attempt to interrupt his operations, 
without expofing himfelf to the rifk of a ge- 
neralengagement. He firft attacked the town 
of Lockem, and in a few days compelled the 
garrifon to furrender. Immediately after which 
he laid fiege to Groll, a town much better for- 
tified than Lockem, and defended by a gar- 
rifon of one thoufand three hundred men. 
He was the more defirous to get pofleffion of 
the place, as it would greatly contribute to the 
fecurity of his former conquefts, Lingen and 
Oldenzeel. And for the fame reafon prince 
Maurice was equally folicitous to prevent it 
from falling into his hands. 


Tue prince therefore having augmented 
his army, by drawing the garrifons from Zut- 
phen, Deventer, and other places, refolved to 
attempt, without delay, to raife the fiege. But 
Spinola being acquainted with his defign, 
pufhed forward his operations with the moft 
unremitted ardour, and, though not without 
confiderable flaughter of his troops, he, in a 
few days, drove the garrifon froin all the out- 
works of the piace, 
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BOOK Tuey might ftill, however, have refifted, 
Il. ne cis st : 

——— ill prince Maurice had arrived: but the go 
1606, 


vernor, a young man of little experience, be- 
ing rather prevailed upon by the importunity 
of the inhabitants, or intimidated by the threats 
of Spinola, who fent him notice, thatif he did 
not immediately furrender, he would put all 
Avgutt 14. his garrifon to the fword, capitulated on the 
ninth day after the commencement of the 


fiege. 


Spinoza had no fooner got poffeffion of the 
town, and repaired fome breaches in the forti- 
fication, than he refolved to remove his army 
from Overyflel, where their health was greatly 
affeéted by the humidity of the foil, and to 
employ them in fome other quarter, in which 
they would not be expofed to the {ame incon- 
veniencies. Having called a council of war, to 
afMfift him in his deliberations on this occafion, 
it was agreed, conformably to his own propo- 
fal, that no enterprife could be undertaken at 
that time, with any probability of fuccefs, of 
equal importance with the fiege of Rhinberg. 


air ‘Tuts town, which commands one of the 
moft convenient paflages over the Rhine, had 
feyeral timgs been taken and retaken, fince 
the commencement of the war; and the Dutch, 
in whofe poffeffion it had remained fince the 


year 
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year 1601, when it was fubdued by princé pook 


Maurice, had, at an immenfe expence,; made 
great additions to the fortifications. Round 
the old fortifications they had drawn a new 
rampart ftrengthened with half-moons, re- 
doubts, and ravelins, and had furrounded the 
whole with a fecond ditch, of extraordinary 
breadth and depth; to which they had added 
a covered way. They had ereéted on the ifland, 
which is feparated by a narrow channel from 
the town, a ftrong fort with regular baftions, 
of nearly the fame extent as the ifland irfelf; 
and they had furnifhed ancther fortification of 
ftill greater extent and ftrength, defended by a 
deep intrenchment, on the oppofite bank of 
the river. 


SprnoLa was aware of the difficulty he muft 
encounter in reducing a town fo ftrongly forti- 
fied, and which he knew likewife to be abun- 
dantly fupplied with provifions and military 
ftores ; but having been greatly difappointed 
by the failure of his enterprize againft the 
interior provinces, and being defirous of per- 
forming fome atchievment that might juttify 
the opinion which the archduke and the court 
of Spain had conceived of his abilities, even 
the difficulty of accomplifhing his defign proved 
a motive for adopting it; while, at the fame 
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time, it determined him to exert his utmof 
vigour in the execution. 


Havince fent orders to the count de Buc- 
quoi to come to his affiftance, the count im- 
mediately directed his march towards Rhin- 
berg along the fouth-fide of the river, while 
he himfelf advanced towards it on the north. 
No delay was unneceffarily admitted by either 
general; but before they could throw up their 
intrenchinents, prince Maurice, having receiv- 
ed intelligence of their defign, had time to 
fend his brother Henry Frederick with.a rein- 
forcement to the garrifon of two thoufand. 
men. Henry was accompanied on this occa- 
fion by a large body of cavalry ; and having 
executed his commiffion without any lof, he 
immediately returned with the cavalry to the 
camp, where his brother “was preparing to 
march to the relief of the befieged with all his 
forces. 


In the mean time Spinola began the fiege by 
attacking the fort above mentioned, which had 
been raifed on the fide of the river oppofite 
to the town. Of this fort, which communi- 
cated by temporary bridges with the ifland and 
with the town, and was deemed a poft of the 
firft importance, the defence was given. to 
colonel Edmund, a Scotch officer of diftin- 

puithed ' 


PHILIP Il. KING OF SPAIN. 229 


guifhed merit, who had been advanced in the B 0.0 K 
fervice of the ftates from the rank of acommon ——— 
foldier to that of colonel. Befides anumerous 
garrifon, upwards of feventy French gentle- 

men, who had come into the Netherlands to 

jearn the military art, ferved under him as vo- 

Junteers, and that they might merit promo- 

tion on their return to their native country, 

were ready to expofe themfelves to every dan- 

ger. With this determined band, fupported 

by his garrifon, both horfe and foot, he fallied 

out again{t Spinola, as foon as he approached, 

threw a great part of his army into confufion, 

and made confiderable Maughter. Spinola him- 

felf narrowly efcaped being taken prifoner ; 

but frefh troops coming forward to his affift- 

ance, Ednwnd was at length repulfed, and ob- 

liged to retire into the fort. 


From the intrepid fpirit which the garrifon 
difplayed in this fally, joined to the character 
of their commander, Spinola had reafon to ex- 
pect the moft vigorous refiftance. But a few 
days after, Edmund was killed by a fhot from 
the enemy’s camp while he was viewing his in- 
trenchments; and the garrifon, immoderately 
difheartened by his death, evacuated the fort 
in the following night, and pafied over into 
the ifland. 
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 'Tuis precipitate meafure, the effect of fud- 


- den dejeGtion, on account of the lofs of their 


commander, was quickly attended with the 
moft important confequences. The fortifica- 
tions of the ifland were in a great meafure 
commanded by the artillery of the fort which 
they had fo haftily abandoned, and Spinola, by 
keeping up an inceffant fire on them, from 
which their ramparts did not long afford pro- 
tection, compelled them to take fhelter in the 
town, 


He then applied himfelf to ftrengthen the 
fortifications which he had gained on the banks 
of the river, in order to prevent prince Mau- 
rice from approaching on that fide to the relief 
of the befieged; and having brought his bridge 
of boats above mentioned from Rorerort, he 
tranfported the greateft part of his forces over 
the Rhine, to co-operate with the count de 
Bucquoi, who had begun his operations againtt 
the town, 


Berne already fecured againft an attack on 
the fide towards the river, he now laboured to 
sender himfelf equally fecure on the other fide, 
by cafting a ftrong intrenchment round his 
camp. And as he was perpetually prefent 
himfelf, and no hands permitted to be idle, 
the work was carried on with extraordinary 

expedition, 


troops were employed in making ae aii 


Prmachet RACSIIN- peek enerieial: 


THERE was nothing emitted on the part of , 
the garrifon, which prudence and bravery, 
could perform, to retard, their progrefs. Ani-. 
mated by the example of the French volun-, 


teers, they fpurned at danger, and made feveral 
vigorous fallies on the enemy, in fome of 
which they facceeded in their attempts to de- 
molifh their works, and in all of them. put 
confiderable numbers to the fword. i 


Bur the exertions of the befiegers were in 
proportion to the obftacles which they found 
it necefiary to. furmount. Spinola had on no 
former occafion given more confpicuous proofs 
of vigour, fkill, and bravery; he expofed 


himfelf to every danger to which his troops - 


were expofed, and at the fame time difcovered 
the moft perfeé&t compofure and tranquillity. 
The conduc of Bucquoi and Velafco fully 
jultified the opinion that was entertained of 
their abilities.’ “The. duke D’Offuna, one of 
the firlt grandees in Spain, the princes of Ca- 
ferta and Paleftrina, and the marquiffes of Eft 
cand of Bentivoglio *, “were commonly mingled 
wich the foremoft combatants, and exhibited | a 


: Nephew. tothe celebrated, hiftorian of that name, ’ 
, Q4 » bright 


imma “abile a great proppations ‘of his alba 
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this example of their general and officers. 
The Italians and Spaniards on the one hand, 
and the Walloon and Germans on the other, 
animated by their leaders, and ftimulated by 
ambition to furpafs their companions, difplay- 
ed in every rencounter the moft determined 
intrepidity. 


Tue garrifon therefore, notwithftanding the 
moft obftinate refiftance, were compelled to 
abandon one part of their fortifications after 
another; and it foon appeared, that in order 
to fave themfelves from utter deftruction, they 
muft, ere long, deliver up the town, unlefs 
prince Maurice fhould come fpeedily to their 
relief. 


Tis general had already croffed the Rhine 
near Wefel, with an army amounting to 
fourteen or fifteen thoufand men; and had 
advanced as far. as Alpen, which lies at the 
diftance of only afew hours march from Rhin- 
berg, From his approaching fo near, and from 
the various movements of his troops, Spinola 
could not doubt that he intended’ to attack 
his intrenchments. He therefore immediately 
applied himfelf to fortify fome hills adjoining 
to his camp; and, having ordered fuch of his 
forces as had been left for guarding the fort 

* on 
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on the oppofite fide of the river, to come to oe 4 


his affiftance, he ftood prepared to accept of —-—— 
battle, in cafe it fhould be offered by the ene- 
my. 


But prince Maurice was too prudent, and 
too well acquainted with the character of Spi- 
nola, as well as with the ftrength of his prefent 
fituation, to expofe his army to fo greata rifk. 
From the time when the garrifon had aban- 
doned the fort on the oppofite fide of the river 
he had defpaired of being able to raife the 
fiege, as all communication with the town on 
that fide was. thereby intercepted, and the 
enemy enabled to effectuate a junction of their 
forces. They were now greatly fuperior to 
his in number. No precaution had been omit- 
ted by their general to prevent a furprize. It 
was impoffible to attack them without refolv- 
ing to try the fortune of a battle. And he 
confidered that while the prefervation of Rhin- 
berg would be the only fruit which he could 
reap from a victory, a defeat mult be attended 
with the lofs of other towns of ftill greater 
importance, and, at the fame time, render it 
practicable for Spinola to execute his firft plan 
of an invafion of the country beyond the 
Waal; he thought, it rather fortunate that this 
general, with fo numerous an army, had en- 
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- affee. the profperity of the. Uni 1 Provinces; 


and hoped that, by his perfitting in it, he, 
would exhauft his ftrength, and lofe what re-. 


mained of the feafon fit for action. 


Many.of. prince Maurice’s countrymen, 


however, were diffatisfied with. his inactivity. 


on this occafion, and the ftates-general fent 
deputies to his camp to acquaint him that they 
had expected she would have made an attempt 


to raife the fiege. But having brought over. 
the deputies to his. opinion, he defpifed the. 


general cenfure to which his conduct was ex- 
pofed, and ftill adhered to his refolution. 


By the various movements which he made, 


he prevented the garrifon from defpairing of : 


hisapproach; kept the enemy under perpe- 
taal alarms; and thus. contributed in fome 
meafure two retard their progrefs.. But Uten-, 
hove, the governor, coming at length to per 
ceive that the prince had no fefious intention 
to relieve him, and dreading, if he perfifted 
much longer. i in the defence, that the town 
might be taken by affaule, refolved to capi- 
tulate, and cffered to.deliver up the town, 
upon certain honourable conditicns, which | 
Spinola readily granted, as the winter feafon 
“ ‘was fatt approaching, and his army had already 

fuffered 
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fuffered fuch confiderable diminution, that in ® © oath 


feveral regiments hardly one half of the origi- 


nal number remained at the termination of the « 


fiege *. 


Spinoza had hitherto preferved the moft 
perfect difcipline in his army, and had fully 
experienced the benefit arifing from it, in the 


facility with which he procured fupplies from | 


the neutral countries adjoining to his camp. 
But, fome time before the prefent period, a 
convoy, with a part of his money, having been 
intercepted by the enemy, and the affairs of 
fome merchants, who had accepted his bills, 
having fallen into diforder, in confequence of 
loffes fuftained at fea, he was no longer able 
to pay his troops with the fame regularity as 
formerly, and confiderable arrears had become 
due. ‘They had begun to complain before the 
termination of the fiege; and foon after the 
faine mutinoys fpirit appeared among them, 
which had fo often proved pernicious to the 
Spantth intereft in the Netherlands. Spinola, 
in his treatment of the mutineers, mingled 
gentlenefS with feverity, and omitted nothing 
in his power to prevent the infection from be- 
coming general; but his endeavours were in a 


_ * Grotius, lib. xv, Van Meteren, lib. xxviii, Bent. 
part, iij. Jib, vit : 
great 





iS ] 


1606, | 
is 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


- pooK~ great meafure ineffectual. A confiderable num- 

ber deferted, and went over to the enemy’s 

Bs Mhireyend camp; while a body of two thoufand horfe 

dcfertion of and foot, with feveral officers, direfted their 

Spanith 

troops. march towards Breda, and put themfelves 

under the protection of prince Maurice, who, 

agreeably to his ufual maxims, refolved to en- 

courage them in their revolt; and fent orders 

to the governor of Breda to grant them per- 

miffion to fortify their quarters under the can- 

i non of the town, and to purchafe provifions 
: from the citizens, 





As foon as intelligence had reached him vf 
the furrender of Rhinberg, Maurice had re- 
tired with his army into the province of 
Overyfiel; and he now refolved to embrace 
the opportunity, which the mutiny of Spi- 

; nola’s troops afforded him, to recover fome of 
i the towns in that province which had been 
j loft. He firft attacked Lockem, which he re- 
duced in a few days, and immediately after he 

Siege of | Jaid fiege to Groll. Spinola, anxious for the 
E amr prefervation of a place which he deemed of 
Fe great importance, immediately conceived the 
F defign of attempting to relieve it, and.called a 
council of wer to deliberate on the fubje&t, A 

Us great. majority of his ‘officers endeavoured ta 
+ perfuade him to relinquith his defign, by ar- 


guments 
- 


guments drawn from the latenefs of the feafon, 
the humidity of the country through which 
he muft pafs, joined to the weaknefs of ‘his 
army, and the pernicious confequences which 
muft accompany a defeat. He was deeply 
fenfible of the force of thefe objections, . But 
he confidered that the lofs of Groll would pro- 
bably foon draw after it that of all his other 

conquefts beyond the Rhine; that his late 
~ conqueft of Rhinberg would thereby become 
in a great meafure infignificant, as it derived 
its importance chiefly from the fecure com- 
munication which it afforded with his other 
conquefts; that the glory he had acquired 
would thus be quickly buried in oblivion; 
and the fruit ofall thofe laboursloft, which 
had been attended with fo great an expence of 
blood and treafure, \ 

SrimutateD by thefe motives, he perfifted 
inhis defign, though it could not perhaps.be 
juttified on the principles of prudence; and 
inftantly feleéted from his whole army eight 
thoufand foot, and twelve hundred horfe, on 
whofe obedience and bravery he could depend 
for the execution of any enterprize, however 
dangerous. ‘Thefe troops were highly pleafed 
with the flattering diftinGion which they re- 
eeived, and began their march with every 
fymptom of ardour and alacrity. 
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Tue fuccefS of his enterprize Spinola knew 
muft entirely depend on his preventing the 
enemy from having time to complete their 
intrenchments, and with this view he advanced 
towards them with the utmoft rapidity, and in 
a few days arrived within fight of the town. 
Prince Maurice, on the other hand,* having 
from the beginning believed that Spinola 
would not attempt to interrupt his operaticns, 
had neglected to employ fuch precautions as 
might have obftruéted his approach. Being 
defirous to fpare his men, he had not as ufual 


drawn any lines of circumvallation round the 


place, and his camp itfelf had no other defence 
on one fide, but fome marfhy ground, which 
he had thought fufficient to prevent any fud- 
den incurfion of the enemy. 


Ir was in this quarter that Spinola refolyed 
to begin his attack; and having drawn up his 
army in four battalions, each of which had a 
finall train of artillery attending them, and a 
part of the cavalry fecured by a double row of 
carriages on their flanks, he firft rode through 
the feveral ranks, encouraging and exhorting 
them, and at the fame time declaring that he 
was determined either to die or conquer; im- 
mediately after which he gave the fignal to ad- 
vance. 


Bur 
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But prince Maurice had from the firft ap- soo K 
pearance of the enemy refolved to decline the am 
combat, and had already begun to raife-the 1° 
fege. He firlt withdrew his troops in good 
order to an advantageous fituation, near his 





camp, where he was free from danger, and 
foon after retired to a greater diftance from the 
town. Fis army was greatly fuperior in num- 
ber to that of the enemy; but many of his 
men were fickly, and worn out with the fa- 
tigues of a long campaign; and the event of 
battles, he confidered, depended lefs on the 
numbers than on the intrepidity and vigour of 
the combatants. ‘To the ignorant his conduct 
was a matter of cenfure and furprize: but, as 
both his fki'l and courage were unqueftionable, 
the conftraint which he impofed upon himfelf 
on this occafion was, by the more prudent and 
judicious, deemed deferving of admiration and 


applaufe. 


Sucn was the conclufion of this campaign, 
through accidents againft which no human 
prudence could provide. Spinola had been 
difappointed in his hopes of reducing the in- 
terior parts of the United Provinces ; but, from 
his conduét in the fiege of Rhinberg, and the 
relief of Groll, all the world were fatisfied thar, 
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OON after the tranfactions above related 
a negotiation for peace was bugun, in the 
courfe of which it appeared that neither of the 
two contending parties were intent on the far- 
ther profecution of the war. But, in order 
fully to comprehend their views and motives, 
a more particular account of fome of their 
operations at fea, in the Eaft Indies, and in 
America, is neceflary, than could have been 
conveniently given in the preceding books. 


Ir may juftly appear furprifing, that a ftaté 
poffeffed of fo finall a territory as the republic 
of the United, Provinces fhould have been able 


to fupport the expence. of a war at home | 


. Sigainft fo potentan enemy. ‘Yet, during the 
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continuance of this war, their exertions were 

not confined to the Netherlands, They main- : 
tained at the fame time a numerous fleet of © 
ships of wat, with which they generally proved 
victorious in all their naval rencounters with 


_the enemy, ‘while they fuccefsfully attacked his 


dominions in the moft diftant quarters of the 
globe. ; They. had been much indebted. for 
their fuccefs in the Low Countries to the affitt-. 
ance,in money and troops, which they received 
from Henry IV. and queen Elizabeth ; but as 
the aid which thefe princes could afford thgm 
was never liberal, they muft have funk under 
the power of their enemies, but for thofe ‘co. 
pious refources which they opened by the exten- 
fion of their trade. | 


Tue inhabitants of the Low Countries had 
for feveral centuries been diftinguifhed by their 
indultry, ‘and their fkillin manufactures, Even’ 
in the time of the Roman republic, they had 
given proofs of their fuperior ingenuity *, 
When ‘by the irruptions of thofe Baa or 
barbarians who overturned the Roman empire, 
all the ufeful arts of life, as well as letters and 
fcience, had been well nigh extinguithed, they 
were firft revived and fuccefsfully cultivated 
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bythe Flemings, and other inhabitants.of the 3 ook | 


Netherlands, About the middle of the tenth 
centiry, free marts or fairs were eftablithed 
by Baldwin, earl of Flanders, to which great 
numbers of merchants from Germany, France, 
and other places, reforted, to purchafe the ma- 
nufaétures in which the Flemings fo much 
excelled. The example of Baldwin was imi- 
tated by his fucceffors, for almoft three centu- 
‘ries, during which period the induftry and 
commerce of the Flemings were carried to the 
greateft height, and remained unrivalled by 
the other European nations, But the fucceed- 
ing fovereigns finding it neceffary for defray- 
ing the expence of the wars in which they 
were often engaged with the neighbouring 
princes; to impofe various taxes on Commodi. 
ties; great numbers of the manufacturers and 
merchants, unaccuftomed to fuch impofitions, 
withdrew into Holland, where they were at 
once free from taxes, and much lef expofed 
to thofe calamities of war, which they had 
often experienced in the more open provinces 
of Flanders and Brabant. 


Tua art of falting herrings having, in the 
fourteenth century, been difcovered by Wil- 
liam Bucrem, a native of Pierulem, in Fland- 
ers, the herring trade, which hath proved fo 
copitis. a fource of wealth and induftry to the 
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Netherlands, was firft cultivated by the’ citi- 
zens of Sluys and Bruges; but it was foon 
afterwards communicated to the Dutch, who 
improved to the utmoft the advantages which 
their fituation afforded them for carrying it on 
with fuccefs. They were, at the fame time, 
in poffeffion of the cod and whale fifhery; and, 
while they exported great quantities of fith, 
and of manufactures, they were every year ex- 
tending their trade in the fouthern parts of 
Europe, in the countries which lie round the 
Baltic, and in thofe parts of Germany with 


‘ which they communicated by the Rhine and 


other rivers which pafs through their territory 
before they fall into the fea. 


Brrore the middle of the fixteenth century, 
the provinces of Holland and Zealand under-+ 
went an important change by the great in- 
creafe of the number of inhabitants, occafioned 
by the perfecutions on account of religion in 
France and Germany.» Charles the Fifth had 
refolved to extirpate the Proteftants from his 
dominions in the Netherlands, as well as frona 
thofe in Germany; but he had been ina great 
meafure deterred from the profecution.of his 
defign, partly by the partial affection. which 
he bore towards his Dutch and Flemith fub- 
jects, and partly by his dread of the fatal con- 

fequences 





‘PHILIP IIl. KING OF SPAIN. 
fequences with which the rigorous execution 
of his ediéts: might be attended, with cd 
to their manufactures and their trade. 


Boru the French and German Proteftants 
therefore found an afylum in the Netherlands, 
and imported thither their families, their 
wealth, and their induftry. Of the advantages 
refulting from thence, Brabant and Flanders 


participated in common with the more northern: 
maritime provinces, but the intoleramt and op-. 


preffive fpirit of the Spanifh government pre- 
vented them from long enjoying thefe advan- 
tages. It was chiefly by the manufacturers 
and merchants that the opinions of the refor- 
mers were embraced; they were perfecuted 
with the moft unrelenting fury, and they like- 
wife moft. feverely felt the burthen of thofe 
oppreffive taxes that were impofed. By the 
cruel treatment which they received, feveral 
thoufands of them were compelled to with- 
draw into other countries. Many went over to 
England, where Elizabeth was réady to afford 
them her protection. But when the maritime 
provinces had afferted ‘their libérty, and Ghent 
Bruges, and Antwerp, after an unfuccefsful 
ftruggle, had again fubmitted to the Spanifh 
yoke, by much the greater part of the Flemith 
emigrants retired into Holland or Zealand, and 
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200K took up their réfidence in Middleburgh, Haer~ 
ie lem, Leyden, and Amfterdam, , Intheir new. - 


and com- 


ree. 


abode they enjoyed the free exercife of thelr 
religion; a privilege which they deemed a 
compenfation for every hardfhip they might 


. find it neceffary to undergo. The country. 


which they had made choice of being of fmall 
extent, could not afford fuftenance for one 
third part of jts inhabitants. But, being fitu- 
ated in the heart of Europe, at the mouth of 
feveral navigable rivers, and moft of the towns 
communigating with each other by thefe rivers, 
or by canals, no country could be more com- 
modious either for inland or foreign trade, 
While their fituation therefore prompted them 
to apply themfelves to commerce, by the con- 
veniences which it afforded for: carrying it 
on, they at. the fame. time found it neceflary 
to engage in it, as the only means. of their fub- 
fiftence and fupport. 


No branch of it, to which they could find 
accefs, or from which any profit could be de- 
rived, was neglected; nor did they confine 
themfelves, like other nations, to the exports — 
ing of fuch of their own commodities as they 
could fpare, or the i importing of fuch commo- 


_ dities from other countries as their neceflities 


required ; but they likewife traded for other 
nations, and had many of their fhips continu- 
ally 
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ally, employed: in-catrying’ the merchandize of 22S | 
one nation to another. . This fpecies of com- — 


“merce had been formerly poffeffed by the Han- 
featic or maritime towns on the Baltic; 


but'the fituation of the Dutch, between the — 


porthern and fouthern European nations, was 
more commodious for: carrying it on, Thene- 
eeffity which their circumftances impofed upon 
them, of continual aétion and employment, 
had-prompted them. to.engage in it; and.their 
extreme. frugality, and. rigid ceconomy, by 
readering it practicable for them to trade. for 
fimaller profits, had.enabled them to wrett. it 
from their competitors, and to engrofg. it went 

wholly to themfelves, . 
»lAmowe the various branches of commerce 
in'which the Dutch difplayed fo much activity 
and enterprize, one of the moft confiderable 
confifted in carrying; ‘from the countries lying 
round the Baltic to the different ports in Spain 
and Portugal, great quantities of corn and 
naval ftores ; in return for which, befides fruits, 
wine, and other productions of thofe fouthern 
Septet they received: the gold: and. filver 
’ of America, andthe {pices and other commo- 
dities which the Portuguefe imported from) 
India or. Lifbon. Theperiod when this branch: 
—_ commenced, cannot be: exactly. af- 
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certained. Being of fmall extent at firft, it 
had efcaped the notice of hiftorians. But it 
had become confiderable, foon after the begins 
ning of the fixteenth century and before the 
middle of that century it was deemed a 
fpecies of commerce of the firft importance, 
It was equally neceffary to Spain and Portugal 
as to the United Provinces, and was for this 
reafon connived at by the court of Spain for 
many years after the revolt in the Nether- 
lands; being ftill carried on by the Dutch 
themfelves, who found no other -precaution 
neceflary but to fail under the flag of fome 
neutral power at peace with Spain. But Philip’s 
refentment againft his revolted fubjeéts being 
on fome oecafions too violent to be reftrained 
by confiderations of policy or prudence, the 
Dutch fhips were fometimes confifcated, ‘the 
commanders thrown into prifon, and the failors 
either fent to the gallies, or compelled 
to ferve on board the Spanifh fleet.. This 
monarch having come at length to fufpect that 
the commerce which he had hitherto in fome 
meafure permitted, was of infinitely greater 
advantage to the enemy than to himfelf, .and 
being defirous to deprive them of whatshe bée- 
lieved to be a principal fource of their increaf- 
ing wealth and ftrength, he refolved to en~ 
force an edit which he had formerly publifhed, 

prohi- 
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prohibiting his fubjects in Spain and Portugal 8 0 OK 
from holding intercourfe with the revolted ——~< 
provinces; the Dutch traders were, in confe- 

quence of this refolution, every year more har- 

raffed than the preceding, till the reftraints 
and-yexations which they fuffered had become 
intolerable, 


Frnvine themfelves therefore under thene-_ 
ceffity of abandoning this gainful traffic, they 
began to confider whether they might not, in 
another way, fecure to themfelves the advan- 
tages which they had hitherto derjved from it, 


Havine fo long acted as carriers for the 
Portuguefe, in diftributing the rich productions 
of the Eaft over the northern nations, they 
well knew where to find the {peedieft fale for 
thefe produétions, and they likewife knew that 
the demand for them was every year increafing : 
nor; when they confidered the great advantages 
of their fituation, joined to their fuperior naval 
power, could they doubt of being able to de- 
prive the Portuguefe of this profitable trade, 
provided they could procure the commodities 
requifite for carrying it on, 


Bur, for this purpofe, it was neceffary they 
fhould perform a voyage of feveral thoufand 
leagues, through feas with which they were 
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tries of which they were almoit entirely igno4 
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rant; and after their arrival there, fhould enter 
into a competition with a bold and. enterpriz- 
ing nation, who, befides being in. pofleffion,of 
the trade of th¢fe countries, had ,eftablithed.a 


formidable mifftary force for its protection, 
The Dutch, though fufficiently aware of thefe 


' difficulties,..were not thereby,. deterred. from 


perfifting in. their defign, .Ju order to-fhorten 
their. voyage, .the great. éxtent. of which 
through unknown feas was,the principal caufe 
of their dread, they. made. three different, at 
tempts to difcoyer a paflage to India, by the 
Northern Ocean ;_ but-thefe attempts, like-all 
others of the fame kind, proving fruitlefs, 
they refolved to undertake the voyage to Laila 
by the cuftomary route, provided they could 
procure fome perfon. already sincieiatis with 
it to conduct, them, 


| In happened opportunely, when they were 
deliberating on the fubjeét, that fome merchants 
of Amfterdam. received an: application frony 
Cornelius Floutman, a native of Flanders, wha 
was in prifon for debt in Liifbon ; teprefent-. 
ing, that having made feveral voyages with 
the Portuguefe to India; he was -not only. well 
ile with the. courfe of navigation 
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thither, but likewife with the nature of the BO OR, 
India trade : and that, in. cafe they would ’——-w, 


furnifh him with a fum of money to purchafe 
his liberty, he would gladly communicate to 
them all.neceflary information, and undertake 
in perfon the conduct of their hips. His pro- 
pofal was inftantly accepted, the money which, 
he requefted, for his releafe was tran{mitted 
to him, and foon afterwards he arrived at Am+. 
fterdam, The merchants, highly fatisfied with, 
the information which they: received from. 
him, and perceiving him to be a man of un+, 
common penetration and abilities, immediately 
formed an affociation, to which they gave the 
name of the Company of Diftant Countries, 
and eguipped»a fquadron confifting of four 
fhips, which they, put under his command, 
This little {quadron had two hundred and fifty 
men on board, and a hundred pieces of cannon, 
which were furnifhed by the tates; befides 
naval and military ftores, and a variety of 
merchandife fitted to the tafte of the Indian 
nations *, 


As.the principal objet of the voyage was 
to procure more particular information, than 


_* The two largelt of thefe thips rile fobs ENE 
and thirty tons; the third, of one hundred and thirty 5 
and the fourth, of fifty. The value of the whole equip; 
ment was eftimated at four hundred thoufand florins. 
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they yet poffefitd concerning the country, and 
the different branches of trade which it afford- 
ed, Houtman was inftruéted, as much as poffi- 
ble to avoid the fettlements of the Portuguefe, 
and carefully to abftain from all hoftilities, 
when they were not neceffary for his defence: 
nor was he inattentive to thefe inftructions: he 
might, in his way to India, have feized a rich 
carrack in which the archbifhop of Goa was, 
returning home ; but though he went on board 
that veffel in order to procure intelligence, he 
fuffered it to proceed on its voyage without 
moleftation, ng, 


Arter vifiting the coafts of Africa and 
Brazil, he vifited the Cape of Good Hope, 
and proceeded to the ifle of Madagafear, in 
which ifland and that of St. Mary he was de- 
tained for fome time, in confequence of a dif- 
fention which happened between him and the 
other commanders, with regard to the route 


. which it was proper to purfue. From St. Mary 


he at length proceeded to Sumatra, and from 
thence to Bantam, in the ifland of Java, where 
he began to purchafe pepper and other fpi- | 
ceries. At firft he was well received, and no 
averfion was difcovered by the natives to enter 
into a commercial treaty with him; but the 
jealoufy of the Portuguefe merchants, a confi- 
derable number of whom refided at Bantam, 
Yous being 
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being inftantly alarmed, they refolved to exert nook 
their influence to effectuate his ruin. For this 7" 
end, carrying rich prefents in their hands, the 
only means of procuring accefs to the princes ~ 
of India, they reprefented the Dutch to the 
king or general of Bantarh as pitates, and the 
common enemies of human kind, of whofe 
rapine and violence his fubjeéts would foon 
have fatal experience; if they did not embrace 
the prefent opportunity, when they were few 
in number, to cut them off, and to prevent 
their return. The governor, ignorant, and 
therefore credulous, was eafily perfuaded of 
the truth of this reprefentation, and confented 
to follow the counfel that was givenhim. But 
diftrufting his ability to deftroy them by 
open force, he refolved to employ fraud and 
treachery. He pretended‘ an inclination to 
have a commercial treaty, which had been 
propofed by the Dutch, concluded; and defired 
that Houtman and the other officers would 
come to his palace to adjuft the terms. Suf- 
pecting no deceit, Houtman, and one or two 
more, complied with his requeft, and were 
immediately taken into cuftody. The governor 
had abfurdly believed that all the officers 
would have accepted his invitation, and that 
the fhips having no perfons on board. that 
were fit to command them, would then have 
become an eafy prey. Being difappointed in 
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of putting his prifoners to death, while their 
companions remained at liberty to take venge- _ 
ance on him for his perfidy. Still, however, 
he detained them: in prifon, and. refufed to 
liften to the repeated folicitations of their 
friends in their behalf; till the Dutch fhips hav- 
ing begun to cannonade the town, and laid part 
of it in ruins, he at length reftored them to 
their liberty. 


Soon after this, Houtman finding, on are- 
view of his men, that by death, occafioned 
chiefly by the clirnate, they had fuffered a di- 
minution of more than one third of their num- 
ber, ordered one of his fhips to be burnt, and 
fet fail for Europe with the reft; carrying 
with him fome of the natives of Madagaftar 
and Sumatra, a Japanefe, a Chinefe, and a 
pilot of the name of Abdul, diftinguifhed for 
his knowledge of the Indian feas. - After a 
profperous voyage of between five and fix 
months, he arrived fafe in the Texel in the 
beginning of Auguft, 1597, having fpent “ 
moft two years and a half in his « 

He hardly brought home with’ him’ wealth 
fufficient to defray the expence of his equip: ; 
ment ; but both*he and his companions were 
now able to give thi¢ moft fatisfactory infor- 
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‘mation to their employers.. The elites too, BO on 


whom he had induced to accompauy him, were 
likely to be afterwards of the greateft ufe; and 

the hopes which his countrymen conceived of 
greater fuccefs in their future voyages, were 
nee. the greateft height *. © 


Tue Porvajucte, they lense, would give all 
the oppofition in their power to every attempt 
which they could: make, either to eftablith 
their trade, or to procure a fettlement in 
India; but from the accounts which they had 
received of the declining power of the Portu- 
guefe, and of the manner in which the eaftern 
nations were affected towards them, they hoped 
to be able either to elude or to counteract 


their malignity. 


A boLper and more enterprifing fpirit had 
never been difplayed than the Portuguefe had 
manifefted in their numerous conquefts and 
difcoveries; and no conquefts, fo extenfive and 
important, had been ever made with fo finall 
@ force, or by a nation poffeffed of fuch fcanty 
tefources. Animated at once by almoft all the 
‘paffions which ‘molt powerfully impel the 
human mind, ‘by avarice, by bigotry, and by 
sinibition, : be 3 liad performed i socal which 
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800K feemed to be beyond the powet of man, and 
- at were regarded. by all thofe barbarous nations, 
over whom they triumphed with fo great faci- 
lity, as more than men. They had made thems 
a felves matters of all the more important parts 
of the coaft of Guinea, They had expelled 
the Arabians from that of Zanguebar, where 
they had formed fettlements, which gave them 
the command of all the gold and filver mines 
in their country, from Sofala to Melinda. 
They had acquired a decided fuperiority over 
the Egyptians, though aided by the Venetians, 
in the Red Sea; and had thus put an entire 
ftop to that gainful trade which the Venetians, 
had fo long carried on with India, by the way 
of Suez and Alexandria. Their arms had been 
attended with equal fuccefs in the Perfian 
Gulph, and on the coafts of Perfia, Malabar, 
and Malacca. They had acquired poffeffion of 
Ceylon; and the Molucca and Sunda iflands; 
and by their eftablifhment at Macao, they 
had fecured to themfeves the trade of China 
and Japan. 





Hap the Portuguefe, at the prefent period; 
poffefied the fame vigour and intrepidity of 
which they had given fuch confpicuous proof 
on their firft arrival in India, it is probable 
that any attempt to difpoflefs them would have 
proved abortive: but they were no ” longer the 

fame 
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mott ‘odious’ vices, whith 1) renderéd theth a 
feotirge to the ‘People committed to their’ care. 
Removed to fo gtéat'a diftance from ‘the feat of 
povernment, as gave themi hopes of i impunity 
for the moft flagitious’ crimes; corrupted by 
profperity; and etiervated by’ the climate; while 
. their religion, of the*moft liberal ‘kid, only 
fetved to render them’ more ferdcious, their 
Condué& towards the natives was equally op- 
preffive and perfidious. Attempts wete made; 
by forte virtuous  viceroys; to reform the num- — 
berlef$ abufes which had been committed ; ‘but 
thefe great men, whofe names are handed down 
to pofterity with juft applaufe, were too few in 
number; and their goverriment of too’ fhort . 
continuance, ‘to produce any permanent effect. 
Corruption ‘of every ‘Kind had ftruck its roots 
too deep to be fo eafily extirpated and the me 
tives, who had’been long difguited, 
feel contempt, thixed with” abhorrence of xe 
oppreffors, “in the roc I ais nage 
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